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Faith and relationship 
How or why does one believe in the 

continuing presence and power of a 
living Jesus Christ? I find intellectual 
debate about historical and theological 
issues least helpful: They are more about 
belief than faith and relationship. They 
are pointless if there is no living reality 
behind them. 

Many paths have led people to Christ. 
I suggest three practical things one can 
do to discover whether Christ is alive. 

(1) Set aside a period, perhaps 30 days, 
in which you behave as though Christ is 
there. That behavior begins with prayer... 
conversation... speaking and listening... 
sharing life, listening for guidance, 
thoughtfully offering concerns for the 
world’s needs. Prayer is the practice of 
the presence of God, living all of one’s 
life in “public,” so to speak, and listening, 
listening for what guidance may come, 
what perceptions of people and 
relationships change. 

(2) Alter your life to include a few 
hours of service a week, service to the 
poor or needy... as quietly and directly 
as possible, a hands-on experience of 
serving Christ by serving others, looking 
for his face in theirs. Loss of self for 
others, especially in the middle of a 
“busy” life, is a way to meet the one 
who was crucified. 

(3) Be where faith already is. The 
weekly gathering of modern-day disciples 
for praise, prayer, scripture and sacrament 
is supplemented by fellowship and the 
chance to talk with those who are already 
on the journey. Like its cousins, 
Christianity is in both the short and long 

run about being part of a people, a people 
with identity and mission. 

None of this comes as easy answer or 
quick fix. To find Christ is to go where he 
went and be where he is. Those places are 
not always attractive, but they are full of 
meaning and often bring joy. 

Bishop Paul Marshall 
The Morning Call, May 2000 

Eluding our grasp 
I’ve struggled with the story of Jesus 

for more than 40 years. Jesus the Christ 
eludes the grasp of being figured out, 
possessed, domesticated. I have no in-
sight into him that gives me power over 
him. He cannot be controlled. Some-
times tender, sometimes poetic, some-
times speaking judgment, sometimes 
downright apocalyptic, driven by a vi-
sion of the Reign of God, Jesus fits in 
nobody’s pocket. 

He was seen as enemy by religious 
leaders, state officials, and various 
self-consciously good people. No-
body likes someone who challenges the 
Way We Do Things. Nobody who makes 
the Elder Brother angry is going to be 
popular... 

People who thought they stood for good 
thought it was acceptable to get rid of him. 
The idea of disposable human life is still 
around. That other people’s lives are not so 
valuable pervades time and history. Christ 
before the Sanhedrin is not about Jews, it’s 
about lies people tell themselves when de-
stroying the less powerful. 

Bishop Paul Marshall 
The Morning Call, April 2004 

The Christ Killer in my house 
I don’t find it useful to try to get be-

hind the four gospels. The ancient world 
did not understand the term “history” 
in the way we use it. Nor do I read the 
bible to determine what it might say to 
or about others. Reading the stories of 
Jesus’ betrayal, trial and execution is 
moving for me because it exposes the 
Christ Killer in my house: me. If I want 
to pin the blame on anyone else, the 
story won’t help me. 

When I read of Peter’s denial of 
Christ, I remember when I have not 
stood by friends because I feared social 
consequences. 

When I read of Jesus before religious 
leaders, I recall when I have chosen the 
good of an institution over the need for 
justice. 

When I read of Herod, I know when 
I wish religion to be a comfortable ve-
neer. 

When I read of Pilate, I know part of 
me concentrates on career issues. 

When I read of the fickleness of the 
crowd, I see myself in a culture that does 
not really know what it wants. 

Briefly, when I read about the death 
of Jesus, I see business as usual. I see 
how the system works. I see myself. 

The central teaching of the New Tes-
tament is that when human nature did 
its worst, God’s love still pursued us. In 
the death of Jesus I see consistent love; 
in the resurrection I see love vindi-
cated. 

 Bishop Paul Marshall 
The Morning Call, April 2000 

So new life can happen 
Argument about whether the crucified Jesus was in any sense brought to life is not 
new, and many people find it difficult or impossible to accept, even if they would 
like to believe. There are historical arguments that can be mounted to indicate the 
probability that resurrection took place or did not, but those are not conclusive. 
Nonetheless, St. Paul threw the gauntlet down in no uncertain way: “If Christ has 
not been rased,” he wrote, “your faith is useless. And of all humans, we believers 
are the most pitiful.” 

Bishop Paul is on sabbatical. Church Publishing has asked him to prepare a guide for new bishops 
and for congregations on the bishop’s role in liturgy. He is working as well on several other books. 

Bishop Paul Marshall, The Morning Call, May 2000 



Dying and rising 
Most of us have experienced dying 

and rising more than once in our lives. 
Christians celebrate this reality in the 
religious context of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. We 
celebrate the paschal or Easter mystery 
and our mysterious immersion in it 
during an integral three-day celebration 
of the Lord’s Supper (his Maundy 
Thursday bonding and leave-taking with 
his friends) his passion and death (Good 
Friday), and his resurrection (the Great 
Vigil of Easter). We celebrate our 
immersion and transformation in Christ: 
the possibility of our own passage from 
bondage to freedom, from selfishness 
to self-giving, through death to 
resurrection. We celebrate the life, dying 
and new life of Jesus Christ as both the 
pattern and the substance of life. 

Bishop Paul Marshall 
The Morning Call, March 2002 

What about my life should die 
so new life can happen? 

What about my life should die so 
new life can happen? What should die 
about this place where I worship or 
work so new life can happen? These are 
among the questions we ask as we 
celebrate this great mystery of our faith 
and life. 

Where is God calling individuals and 
groups to walk the mysterious path to 
joy today, calling persons or 
communities to roll away that heavily- 
inscribed stone – We’ve never done it 
that way before –that blocked Jesus’ 
tomb? Where is God calling us to engage 
Life? That is the Easter mystery. We 
know that stone. It keeps us fearful. 

The idea that God is with us as God 
was with Jesus as we break free and pass 
from one mode of being to another is as 
old as the Exodus and gives us courage 
to take the first step to freedom. 

Bishop Paul Marshall 
The Morning Call, March 2002 

So new life can happen continued 

Where the friends continue 
The only path to overcoming 

estrangement and sin is to die on the cross: 
letting ourselves actually feel the hurts we 
are tempted to deny or resent or be enraged 
about - and, surviving that pain, find 
ourselves able to love freely and find 
ourselves growing in union with God. 

The God who did not abandon Jesus 
in death gives new and greater life to 
those who face life’s issues head-on. 

You may know that Puccini never 
finished the opera, Turandot. When he 
died in 1924, friends reverently finished 
it from his notes. 

Arturo Toscanini conducted its 
premiere at La Scala in 1926. When he 
came to the last passage Puccini had 
written, Toscanini put his baton down, 
turned to the audience, and, through tears, 
said: “This is where the master ends.” 
Then he raised the baton, and said: “This 
is where the friends continue.” 

Easter is a springboard into God’s 
future. We have the notes. In fact, we 
have the risen master with us. May we 
his friends in our jobs, homes, and even 
in our churches continue the story. 

Bishop Paul Marshall 
The Morning Call, March 2002 


